Calgary Herald,
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Blaze Sweeps Through Area
Where Prospectors a:
Work

BUILDINGS ON MANY
~ RANCHES DESTROYED

| —

Farmers Report Loss of
Sheep and Cattle in
Flames

(Special Dispatch to the Hédrald)

OLIVER, B.C,, Aug. 7.
| —With possible loss of
| life to prospectors, the
forest fire that has been
raging on _ Anarchist
mountain near here for
some days past has swept
on, . destroying homes,
| barns, and farms lying In

its raging pathway.

Several prospectors were known
to have been working near Camp
McKinney, once a flourishing
“aold town,” ‘and now deserted,

orestry officials are searching
the hills in the wake of *the flames
| for traces of them. Two men,
who are working in a mina near
the Rock Creek end of the fire,
are now known to have escaped;
these are “Jimmy' Copeland, who
was found safe in his shack the
fire having burned all arcund it,
and his partner, A. R. Primmell,
who arrived in the town carrying

a sack of ore samples,

In the canyvon where (fighters
were battling, a whirlwind rushed
the flames to the top nf the canyvon
in a solid sheet of fire, where |(t
started in the directlon of Cecil
Clark’'ss rancn., Circling the farm,
the flames devoured it.: The owner
lost a prized gold watch when the
honse went up in flames a few
minutes after he had left it, and his
barn and hay shed with 40 tons eof
hay were destroved. Th~» Hatton
ranch was the next to go, Mrs Hat-
ton and her two nleces escaped in
an auto sent for them from [lettle
river. :

Many Ranches Razed

A change of wind brough. the
fire to the Shaver r~anch, where it
burned the hay and & barn. 'The
next was the Samuel Cross prop-
erty, better known as the historic
MclLean homestead, settled in the
early days. Nothing could stop the
‘bDlaze and stables, barns and sheds
were consumed, and the house and
furniture soon were a heap of sinok-
ing debris. The McLennan ranch
r“‘“l“! gaved, although it had a <€iosé
.} call.

Kerby's ranch, which Is also near
Camp McKinney, ls said to have
lost everything, including Lhe house,
barns, sheep and catile. A MNr.
Brown also is a property loser. the
total extent of the damaze here Lee
ing unceriain.
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Fil'es CQUSQ Gre‘t-* -
Damage In Rock
Creek Vicinity

Rock Creek—A fire seven miles lo
and one half miles in width laid bare
in its path of destruction houses, cat-
tle and crops here by Wednesday
night. The ranches burned are Clark,
Shaver's and that of Samuel Cross
who moved from this district a year
ago. Also several residences of pros-
pectors were burned including that
of James Copeland whose life was
teared for some time. But the aged
miner had managed to escape the
fire and was found at Bridesville,

Fighters Flee For Lives

Fighters combating with the flames
had to flee for their lives on Monday
when the flames swept down on their
camp that was situated between the
two creeks. The smoke pall being s0
dense that they could barely see their
way out. As they were making their
escape a high wind sprang up that
scattered sparks and ashes for miles
in every direction making escape
hazardous.

On the approach of the fire to the
Clark ranch Mr. Clark loosed his
stock and had no time to gather any
valuables from his ranch home, Be-
sides losing his home and valuables
the fire destroyed his barn and hay |
shed which housed 40 tons of hay.
When the flames reached the Hat-
ton ranch a bucket brigade managed
to save the house but the hay stack
and erops were wiped out. The wind
then changed, carrying the flames to
the Shaver and Samuel Cross home-
steads, and the buildings and crops |
were quickly destroyed. ,
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Special to The Yancouver Sun

OLIVER, B. C, Aug. 7—

—

A number of pros-

pectors are believed to have lost their lives; at least
six ranch homes have been wiped out and heavy loss,
both in buildings and timber, has been sustained in a
forest fire near here which leaped .beyond control

last night.

The fire, which had been under control for several
days, suddenly swept over Anarchist Mountain and fanned
by a freak whirlwind, rapidly tore through the sur-

rounding ranches,

Engaéed

LONDON, Aug. 7.~The London
Daily Mail says the engagement of
Lady Mary Cambridge, daughier of
the Earl of Athlone and niege. of
Queen Mary, to Capt. Abel Smith

1

¥ Pl sssdiay -
LADY MARY CAMBRIDGE

of the Royal Horse Guards, is about -

fo be announced.

Capt Smith was aide ta Lthe Earl
of Athlone during the latter's re-
cent tenure of the governor-general-
ship of South Africa.

Lady Mary ds 25. She is a great
favorite of Queen Mary and is fond
of outdoor sports, Capt. Smith is
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Several prospectors were known to

T have been working near Camp Mc-

Kinney, onee a flourishing gold town,
Forestry officials are searching the
hills in the wake of flames for traces

of them, )

Two men, who were working in a
mine near the Rock Creek end of the
fire, are now known to. have escaped.
They are “Jimmy"” Copeland, who was
found safe in his shack, the fire hav-
ing burned all around it, and his part=-
- ner, T. Primmel, who arrived in the
town carrying a sack of ore, ‘

In the canyon where fighters were

" battling a whilrwind rushed the

flames to the top of the canyon in

a solid sheet of fire, where it started

in the direetion of Cecll Clark’s

ranch. Circling the farm, the flames
devoured it.

LOSES PRIZED WATCH

The owner lost a prized gold watlch
when the house went up in flames a
few minutes after he had left it.

His barn and hay shed with 40 tons
of hay were also destroyed.

The Hatton ranch was the next to
ga, Mrs. Hatton and ner two nieces
fled in an auto sent for them from
Kettle River,

HISTORIC HOMESTEAD

A change of wind brought the fire
to the Shaver ranch, where it burned
the hay and & barn.

The next was the Samuel Cross
property, better known as the historic
McLean homestead, settled in the
early days.

- Nothing .could stop the blaze,

Stables, barns and sheds were con-
sumed, and the housesand furniture
were soon a heap of smoking debris.

The . McLennan raneh was saved,
although it had a close call

Kerby's ranch, which is also near

Continued on Page Two
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BRIDESVILLE ITEMS

R. L. Bugulest of Oraville was o
guest at the hotel during the week-
erul. .

My, angd Mrs. Arihur Schoffield of
Midway were the guests of A. R. Bar-
wick on Monday.

Mrs. W Kletke and children of
Oliver ore sperndineg o few days visit-
ing withiy Mrs. L, F. Billups. *

A, E. Winter of Gramnd Forks made
his usial trip through here lnst week
digiributing Raowieigh proaducts.

Joo Pringle had a close shave during
the fite on Mondey, His shirt was
seorehed before he suceepded in eet-
ting o safety in hiz prospect tunnel

Dr. Kigston, M. L. A, of Grand
Forks, motored here on Wednesday
and advised L. F. Blllups, road fore-
mail, Lo repaly the hichway through
Uy Rock Criék canyoll s 5060 L6 Pos-
4 F){

nab Grey cl SBeattle, formierfiy of
San Jose, Cabliormia, Ieatherwelght
Chmuplon ol Whe wede was o guest at
the hotel during the week-end. ile
Wis devsinpaed by Mr. and Mrs. Pat-

chin. the former heing Mr, Crey's
mainager. Grey's last bout was about
three week's neo wilhh Allen Foster In

| Seattie,

Min. Anna Lombard and son Frank
aof  Wardaer, Idaho, returned to theiy
nonie after spending a few days visit-
g with Mr. amd Mrs. Charley Prim-
able.  Luckily they had departed be-
foie the cantlagraiion which lelt the
agred  couple  homeless,  They wern
nicde comlorizble at the home of Mrs
Harry Edmunds.

Much sympathy s felt throughout
this district for the rezsidents who lost
tneir homes and property duacing the
disastrous fire last weck which sweplt
rapidly through the tmber in the vi
eimity of Camp McKinney and Brides-
ville owning to the strong wind that
Lackily J. K. Kby and
son Dave had o cor and rushed to W

| nome of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Prim-

alle and ok them to Bridesville, The
tames almost overcome them at the
Rock Creek bridee while making (u
pradr.  Much credil is due Mr. Kirh;
for saving the aged couple who an
over S0 years old. My, Kirby lost hi

iimnw amd severn) sheep amd eatth
| but fortunately his horses were savig
!-.uul were lotmd in o feld of graipe

| aller the fire way over,

| their

Mr. andd Mrs

Primalle lost their home bul
chickens escaped: someliow thel
Coop was ot hurned,  James Coplag

Ol

| lost his Lotae but despite being nearly

100 years old walked from the fire anc

Carrived At the hotel here that evening,
Juck Connors, who resides in the late
Jack Walters' cabin, lost his bachelor
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CouLlit but escaped with hiz life,
I,vl‘.::il'.ufn belonging to the late Archie
Aberdecn was burned, and the build-

| down  nlso,
' Mrs. Alden amed her four children [:J-!
tock Creek where they found shelter |

‘The

ings beionging Lo Ceell Clarke and sev-

| rral cattle and chickens and pigs, eic.,

all were swept out, He saffers a heavy
loss.  The bulldings belenging to Sam-

Donald Alden and family were hurnt
The fire tighters rushed

| el Cross and ocoupied by Mr. and Mrs, |

il the home of Mrs. L. Davis for IEI!

few days. W Hatton's hay shed fill-

Cod with hay was burned but uckily
| his howre and other buildings were
|| saved,

Wi, Munich and Joe Frank
are sUll lighting the fire from thelr

|l:u:m:'. which are safe as yet. The
| Highway through the eanyon was clog-

od lov o few davs on account of the

hndges Geng burnt, The fire fighteres
Caad u parrow eqcape when the hlage

swepl their cook camp and demolish-
lshed everyininz. The [ighters were
then asrlsted at the horae of Mr. and
Mra. Lo F. Billups uwntl other eoock
cunps were established on Baker creek
Mr. Billup: lost Sour of his best horses
and several of his beef cattle by the
fire. A. P. Fidy Inst some heef eaftle
nlso.  The tire is still burning in the
camp MeKinney reglon and back of
Brideaville and Sidley.
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